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COMMUNITY KICK-OFF MEETING
MARCH 20,  2023
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TONIGHT’S AGENDA

• Introductions

• What is Lake Wales Envisioned?

• Project Schedule / Charret te Week

• Init ial Aspirations

• Olmsted Legacy

• Let’s Hear From You: Poll ing & Q/A

• Next Steps



THE TEAM
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EARLIER TODAY: BEST PRACTICES SYMPOSIUM

SESSION 1:  

L ivable Community  Design

SESSION 2:  

Community  Development that  

Bui lds Last ing Value

SESSION 3:  

The Big Green Network

View recordings: lakewalesenvisioned.com



OLMSTED ROOTS:
John Nolen, City Planner

A lecture by 
Professor Bruce Stephenson, PhD

www.lakewalesenvisioned.com



REGISTER: lakewalesenvisioned.com





I ’ O N ,  M O U N T  P L E A S A N T  S C

NEW TRADITIONAL NEIGHBORHOODS



CHARRETTE WEEK
See full schedule at: lakewalesenvisioned.com

Charrette Opening Reception
6 – 8 PM 

Downtown Lake Wales (by the Citrus Mural on Stuart Ave and Scenic Hwy)

Hands-on Design Session
9AM – 12 PM 

James P Austin Community Center

APR

14

APR  

15

Work-In-Progress Review
6 – 8 PM 

Lake Wales Arts Council Auditorium

APR 

20

APR  

16
Open Planning Studio
Sun 12 – 6 PM @ 253 E Stuart Ave

Mon, Tues & Wed 9AM – 6PM @ Lake Wales Women’s Club

Online Design Session
6 – 8 PM 

Live Virtual Meeting (register at lakewalesenvisioned.com)

APR  

17

APR  

17
APR  

18
APR  

19



CHARRETTE WEEK: OPENING RECEPTION
See full schedule at: lakewalesenvisioned.com

6 – 8 PM 

Downtown Lake Wales

(by the Citrus Mural on 

Stuart & Scenic Hwy)

APR

14



CHARRETTE WEEK: HANDS-ON DESIGN SESSION
See full schedule at: lakewalesenvisioned.com

9AM – 12 PM 

James P Austin 

Community Center

APR

15



CHARRETTE WEEK: OPEN PLANNING STUDIO
See full schedule at: lakewalesenvisioned.com

Sun 12 – 6 PM 

@ 253 E Stuart Ave

Mon, Tues & Wed 

9AM – 6PM @ Lake 

Wales Women’s Club

APR

16
APR

19



CHARRETTE WEEK: ONLINE DESIGN SESSION
See full schedule at: lakewalesenvisioned.com

6 – 8 PM

Live Virtual Meeting

APR

17



CHARRETTE WEEK: WORK-IN-PROGRESS REVIEW
See full schedule at: lakewalesenvisioned.com

6 – 8 PM 

Lake Wales Arts 

Council Auditorium

APR

20



INITIAL 
ASPIRATIONS



#1 Enduring Green Network

“We will seek to assemble an enduring 

green network of open spaces and 
conservation land.”













#6 Walkable Neighborhoods

“We will seek to make traditional 

neighborhoods with walkable, 

connected streets that create a high-
quality public realm the norm.”









OLMSTED’S CITY 
IN 10, 25, AND 50 YEARS

lakewalesenvisioned.com



OLMSTED BROS.  & WILLIAM LYMAN PHILLIPS

City in a Garden



PROSPECT PARK, BROOKLYN

OLMSTED



EMERALD NECKLACE, BOSTON

OLMSTED



OLMSTED

FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED, SR.

Subordination:  The whole matters most, not the parts

Scenery Heals:  It is necessary to repair & restore us from stress & artificiality

Utilitarianism:  Start with service, not ornament

The “Sanitary”:  Build the healthful city

“Communitiveness”:  Power of art  
& common ground to improve society

Composition:  Concentrating visual layers for heightened effects



“Other places have good citrus lands, though none have 

better; other places have good climactic and health 

conditions, though none have better; other places have the 

same opportunities for growth of tropical vegetation,“

F. L. Olmsted Jr. in Tampa Tribune. Feb. 7, 1915

"But nowhere else in Florida are such outlooks to be had 

as from Iron Mountain, and nowhere else is a systematic 

effort being made to conserve and develop the 

landscape beauty of a tract to its fullest extent in 

connection with its economic development."

OLMSTED, JR



“MAKE YOU THE WORLD A LITTLE BETTER AND 
MORE BEAUTIFUL FOR HAVING LIVED IN IT.”

BOK











OLMSTED REDISCOVERED:
Research & Proposal by Alexis Winters Wharem



PARK AVENUE & MARKET STREET

E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N S



PARK AVENUE & MARKET STREET



LINCOLN AVENUE & D STREET

E X I S T I N G  C O N D I T I O N S



LINCOLN AVENUE & D STREET



PLAN VOLUMES





LET’S HEAR FROM YOU…

lakewalesenvisioned.com



QUICK POLL



Do you live or work in the City of Lake Wales?

1. Live

2. Work

3. Both

4. Neither

Liv
e

W
or

k
Bo

th

Neit
he

r

32%

25%24%

18%



Do you live or work in the Lake 
Wales Envisioned study area 

(within City Limits and/or the 
utility service area)?

1. Live

2. Work

3. Both

4. Neither

Liv
e

W
or

k
Bo

th

Neit
he

r

40%

11%

40%

8%



If you live or work in the study area, 
for how long have you been here?

1. Less than 5 years

2. 6 to 10 years

3. 11 to 20 years

4. More than 20 years

5. I do not live or work in 
the study area

Le
ss

 th
an

 5 
ye

ar
s

6 t
o 1

0 y
ea

rs

11
 to

 20
 ye

ars

M
or

e t
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25%

13%

4%

33%

25%



How did you hear about today’s 
meeting?

1. Flyer

2. Email

3. Social media/website

4. News article

5. From a friend/neighbor/ 
community leader

6. Other Fly
er

Em
ail

So
cia

l m
ed

ia/
web

sit
e

New
s a

rti
cle

Fro
m

 a 
fri

en
d/

neig
hb
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/ .
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er

1%

18%

4%

51%

1%

25%



How do you typically move 
around in the study area today?

1. Car

2. Bus

3. Bicycle

4. Walk

5. Other

Ca
r

Bu
s

Bic
yc

le
W

alk
Oth

er

96%

0% 0%
3%1%



Are there any car trips that you 
would rather walk, bike, or use 
transit for, if improved options 

were available?

1. Probably Yes

2. Probably Not

3. Not Sure

Pr
ob

ab
ly 

Ye
s

Pr
ob

ab
ly 

Not

Not
 Su

re

73%

4%

23%



Which of the following is most 
important to you? 

1. Protecting natural environment

2. Parks and open space

3. Economic development

4. Better/safer mobility

5. More housing types

6. Neighborhood design

7. Promote infill and revitalization

8. Historic preservation

9. Other

Pr
ot
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vir
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n
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25%

15%
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5%
4%

3%

10%
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3%



PARTNERS & CO-SPONSORS
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REGISTER: lakewalesenvisioned.com



MORE INFORMATION: lakewalesenvisioned.com



lakewalesenvisioned.com
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